
 

CRITICAL RESPONSES 
 
During the course of quarter we will be engaging a lot of ideas and arguments games that will challenge and extend your 
perspective on the social and intellectual value of games and their potentials. While in-class discussion is a great space 
for working out your thoughts - in listening to others or engaging in critical conversation - it is not the best space for 
deep personal exploration and reflection. These critical responses provide an occasion to think more deeply and 
critically about particular passages in a self-selected reading that animated you in some way.  
 
Details  
Twice in the semester you will write a 700-900 word response paper that engages in explication of  and critical reflection on 
a specific passage found in one of  the course readings. These are not "share-your-opinion" or "riff-on-theme" papers 
that ultimately become expressions of  what you already thought before you read the text in a different form. Rather, 
these responses are to be critical, meaning your response must be grounded in a careful explication and sympathetic 
analysis of  a given idea or argument in a text. This means that you must first give your understanding of  the chosen 
passage (explanation), demonstrating you have tried to understand the ideas from the author's perspective, and then 
comment on its significance or integrity.  
 
1. Choose a passage

2. 

. The first thing you have to do is choose something in the readings that really animated your 
thinking - something you thought was useful, contradictory, problematic, infuriating, reductive, illuminating, 
inspirational, etc. Identify a passage in the text that you think captures the idea(s) that you want to respond to.  
Reflect on the passage, taking notes

3. 

. Next, consider the passage in the context of  the work in which it appears - Is 
it a minor or major point? Is it a key concept or claim. How does it fit into the larger themes or argument of  the 
work. What does it depend on? What follows from it, where does it lead? What are its possible problems? What are 
the unacknowledged (by the author) potentials, such as new applications or extensions? Try your best to understand 
as much as you can about the passage using the resources of  the whole text. 
Organize your thinking

4. 

. Now, set the passage aside and look at your notes. Treat your notes as a new source text. 
The goal now is to figure out what you want to write by reflecting on what you have learned from working on and 
exploring the passage in depth.  
Write your response

5. 

. Copy or transcribe the passage you selected, placing it at the top of  your document for 
reference. Begin your response below. 
Structure

6. 

. Think of  the response as having 2 phases: explanation and commentary. The explanation phase is 
indicating to your reader the text in which the passage appears, what the passage is about, and its significance within 
the author's work. The commentary phase is about your thoughts - what do you find interesting, problematic, 
inspiring, etc. This phase is open to connections to other texts or ideas from the class or your own experience with 
games.  
Not an essay

 

. You are not responsible for having a single thesis or main point, or an argument (though these may 
occur) - the point here is to work out your thinking in written form and provide a reader with both your 
understanding of  the passage and your personal, reasoned insights into its significance. 

Formatting 
Use the manuscript format template, downloadable from the website "Assignments" section. Email the response as an 
attachment to tschenold@cornish.edu by the assigned date with the following specifications. 
 

1. File format should be saved as Rich-Text format (.RTF) 
2. Filename should be Lastname_cr1.rtf  or Lastname_cr2.rtf 
3. Subject line for the email should be "Response 1" or "Response 2" 
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