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PUBLIC AND SCHOLARLY RESEARCH  PROJECTS 
 
Overview 
Over the course of the semester you will produce two separate but related research projects 
addressing two difference audiences: a public audience of interested non-specialists looking to be 
informed and inspired about your topic, and an academic audience of scholars looking for the 
creation of new insight and knowledge that advances the vested field(s) connected to your topic. 
You will select a medium and genre apposite to these audiences for each project, and use different 
rhetorical and organization strategies to improve the effectiveness of writing both for the target 
audience, but also for your expressive goals.  
 
 
Project 1: Academic Audience Paper 
The first project drawing on your research will address an academic audience and observe 
conventions used in the production of scholarly works. These papers might target various specific 
academic audiences: the scholars working in a field related to your subject matter; a particular 
faction of scholars within an academic community who may benefit or be challenged by your 
research; the faculty of your own department; arts educators or community programming 
directors; experts in your field, etc. 
 
Citations: Depending on your chosen academic audience, you will use a formal citation system - 
MLA, APA, Chicago, or AMA - and observe the related style and formatting conventions in your 
writing. Your paper must incorporate 5 sources from your annotated bibliography. 
 
Claim: The key feature of academic writing is the organizing claim that gives purpose and shape to 
the writing. In these papers you may pursue an argument or critical commentary organized by an 
explicit claim, developing your perspective and supporting your claim using the material you have 
engaged in your research.  These papers are your chance to enter into conversation with ongoing 
scholarship and contribute your insights.  
 
 
Project 2: Popular Audience Project 
The second project will address a popular audience and can take a variety of forms depending on 
where and how your targeted public engages new ideas (reads, listens, views media of interest). 
For example, you might create a long-form podcast communicating your research, a video 
presenting insights from your research, an thematic series of infographics, a Microsoft Sway / 
Adobe Spark mixed-media presentation, an interactive timeline using Knight Lab's TimelineJS, a 
hypertextual how-to guide, etc. These projects are more expressive in nature, aiming to inform, 
educate and inspire the audience with insights supported by your research.  
 
Citations: Unlike the academic audience paper, integration and citation of your research material 
will depend on the medium and genre you choose, and will not observe formal conventions. The 
important part is that your work is informed by the research and that you provide an explicit and 
accessible means for your audience to reference the sources that have shaped your work.  
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Controlling Idea: In public writing you may have many purposes - to explain, instruct, persuade, 
inspire, highlight, synthesize, share personal experience, etc. Consequently, these projects may not 
have a claim and developed evidence-based reasoning (though they might!), but they will have to 
have a controlling idea or guiding question that your writing/creation is organized to address and 
your research supports.  
 
 
Important Decisions 
These are just some of the important decisions you will have to make in creating your projects: 
 
Audience: Your first choice in both projects will be to pick your target audience. By choosing your 
target reading community and outlining their characteristics as a group (Why and where do they 
read? What level of formality do they prefer? What do they value or believe in? What is their 
interest or stake in your subject matter?) you will establish a framework for all other choices you 
need to make. 
 
Purpose: The purpose of this project as a learning experience is to synthesize your sources and 
findings over the semester into cohesive pieces for two different audiences that are driven by the 
claims/controlling ideas you have chosen. However, you should also consider your purpose 
relative to your target audiences: Are you aiming to change their minds about something? To shed 
light on something that may be totally unfamiliar to them? To share a personal insight that might 
enrich their lives? To convince them to take some action? Keep in mind that purpose is distinct 
from your claim/controlling idea: your purpose is why you are writing and the results you seek, 
whereas your claim is the content of your communication. 
 
Medium: As noted above and in class sessions, the academic paper must be text/reading-centric 
(essay, report, etc.) and thus will be either a document or a hypertext. Public projects should 
choose a medium and genre of communication that is most apposite to the target audience and 
your purpose. 
 
Organization: Your chosen medium and genre will dictate a lot of your choices about 
organization, but you will also need to make considered choices. For example, if you are doing a 
website, how do you want to create a road-map for readers of your site? How will your controlling 
idea be woven into the nodes of information on your site? Similarly, with an essay, you will need 
to decide what information readers need first, and where and when to explain your claim. If you 
are writing an interview-driven piece, how will you balance storytelling and analysis? 
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Evaluation 
Your projects will be evaluated in the following areas: 
 
1. Research-Driven 
 To what extent has the writer met the basic requirements of citing or referencing at least 5 

sources? 
 To what extent is the project clearly research driven? In other words, is the project rich in 

sources and conclusions clearly drawn from these sources? 
 To what extent has the writer integrated the research material into their writing? How 

controlled and effective is the use of sources? 
 
2. Focus/Reasoning/Coherence 
 How effectively has the writer used a controlling claim/theme/idea and used it to drive the 

project?  
 In the academic audience paper, how clear and effective is the claim and the use of 

evidence? 
 
3. Rhetorical Awareness 
 How effectively has the writer used their choice of audience to drive writing decisions? 
 How effectively has the writer achieved their purpose in writing through your choices of 

medium, genre, organization? 
 
4. Revision & Polish 
 To what extent has the writer crafted her/his sentences into clear and engaging prose that 

is polished (relatively free of consistent spelling errors, typos, grammatical inconsistencies 
that inhibit understanding)? 

 To what extent has the writer thoughtfully responded to her/his reader’s feedback for 
revision? 

 
Grade Descriptions 
“A” level work is strong in all categories, and exceptional in one or more.  
“B” level work is strong in most categories, but may be still developing in one or two, or missing 

 some small component.  
“C” level work is still developing in some categories, but shows one or more areas of strength; 
 One or two small components may be missing.  
“D” level work is still developing in most areas and/or missing significant components.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


