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ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 

Overview 
The research process will be anchored by a "live" annotated bibliography that is updated 
throughout the semester with new sources along a benchmark schedule, culminating in a 
document annotating at least 10 sources. Annotated bibliographies are crucial research and 
analysis tools in academic work, but also important for organizing your thoughts relative to any 
discourse or history of ideas. As a formalized academic genre they are useful for prompting 
reflection on and practicing the thinking habits we need as rigorous researchers:  
 
 What kind of source is this?  
 How do I know it is strong?  
 What do I know about the author’s perspective and context?  
 What is the source's explicit goal?  
 What does it say? Imply? 
 How does it connect to other sources I have? Contribute to existing discourses?  
 How useful is it for me in my research process and goals?  
 What questions or ideas does it raise for me?  

 
This project will propel us forward with research, while enabling us to work on strategies such as 
analyzing the strength of a source, summarizing, putting your sources into conversation with one 
another, developing your own unique perspective, and considering to whom you want to write 
about the topic. 
 

Anatomy of an Annotation 
Every annotation in the bibliography will have these 4 components: 
 

1. Citation 
2. Summary 
3. Evaluation 
4. Response 

 
Component 1 is identifying the source in one of the conventional citation formatting styles. We 
will be learning MLA format in class, though you are free use APA or Chicago styles as long as you 
are consistent. Components 2-4 are formal prose, providing a concise summary of the source, a 
comment about its methods, strengths and weaknesses, and perceived quality, and finally a 
response that reflects on its significance for your research.  
 

Annotation Procedure 
These are the basic phases of producing an annotation for your bibliography: 
 

1. Locate a source related to your topic and evaluate its overall quality and relevance to your 
project. If the source looks interesting and well sourced, move on to the next step. If not, 
locate another source. 
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2. Read your source carefully, not to consume the information, but to record the key ideas, 
quotations, data, and arguments. As you slowly move through the text, take notes on key 
concepts, examples, claims, problematic passages, implications, etc. These notes will serve 
you well in the writing phase. 

3. Draft your annotation text using your notes from your effortful reading in phase 2, 
addressing each of the components listed in the previous section.  

 

Details and Requirements 
Your bibliographies must have the following qualities by the following schedule: 
 
 Week 6 you must have a minimum of 5 sources, with at least 2 academic sources. 
 Week 10 you must have 7 sources, with at least 3 academic sources.  
 Week 13 you must have 10 sources, with at least 4 academic sources.  

 
The annotations must have the following qualities: 
 
 Correct citation formatting (MLA, APA, or Chicago) 
 Prose paragraph(s) that address the 3 written components noted above 
 Writing that is formal in tone and free of distracting grammatical errors 

 
The length of your annotations will vary with the source, given its complexity, relevance to your 
project, etc. A few paragraphs is standard. Do not ramble: be direct and concise. No need to focus 
on eloquence here, these are informative documents.  
 
The document itself must have the following qualities: 
 
 1-inch margins all around 
 12pt, Times New Roman font 
 Saved in Rich-Text file format (.rtf)* 

 
*ALL word processing software has the capability to save-as RTF, and it has the virtue of being 
interpretable by all of them as well, and is free from proprietary coding bloat.  
 

Source Types 
We will be privileging primary and secondary academic sources throughout, but any source is fair 
game for the bibliography. However, tertiary sources like encyclopedia entries, Wikipedia articles, 
unsourced forum and blog posts, Reddit and Twitter threads, and other web-based, unsourced, 
opinion-focused media will not count toward the requirements. It is important to include anything 
that informs your work in the final bibliographies of each project to avoid plagiarism and 
demonstrate rigor, but with few exceptions these items do not require annotation.  
 
Privilege the following types of sources in your research: 
 
 Books or chapters of books by reputable presses (e.g. self-published book on Amazon is not 

as strong a source as a book from a university press) 
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 Articles from peer-reviewed journals in academic disciplines 
 Articles from periodicals (long form articles in magazines and major newspapers) 
 Documentary films with strong sourcing and expert involvement 
 Statistics/data and survey reports from institutions (e.g. A poll or report from PEW is 

better than an social media poll) 
 Videos, blogs, interviews, websites that have institutional support (e.g. a TEDTalk is better 

than random vlog or homemade Youtube rant)  
 

Bibliography Evaluation 
Your annotated bibliography will be evaluated at key benchmarks along the following criteria: 
 

1. Did you complete the requirements listed above? 
2. Consider sources with varying perspectives? 
3. Clearly and intelligibly summarize the sources? 
4. Evaluate and insightfully respond to the sources? 
5. Convey the connection of each source to your own research? 
6. Writing is free from distracting errors? 
7. Submitted on time and in the proper formatting? 

 
 


