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HANDOUT: INTEGRATING QUOTATIONS 
 

Overview 
Intertextuality is the cornerstone of academic discourse and the integration of information from 
other sources is one of the most important aspects of writing for academic/expert audiences. This 
handout surveys some important strategies and guidelines for integrating the writing of others in 
our own work. 
 

Anatomy of Integrated Quotations 
Although there are exceptions, quotations from other texts should enter into your writing in the 
following form: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signal Phrases & Reporting Verbs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[ - more on back - ] 

 

Introduction: use a "signal phrase" and a "reporting verb" to 
introduce the reader to the quote (see below) 

Quotation 

Explication: identify what is important in the quotation (key 
language, an idea, etc.) and explain your understanding of it and 

its significance for your local goals in the paragraph in which it 
appears 

In her book. . . 
According to. . .  
[Author] suggests that. . . 
[Author] claims. . . 
[Author] argues that. . .  
[Author] + [reporting verb] 

Adds  Admits Declares 
Believes Grants  Comments 
Asserts Insists  Illustrates 
Confirms Notes  Observes 
Compares Reasons Thinks 
Denies  Emphasizes Focuses on 
Endorses Implies Reports 
Admits 
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Reasoning with Quotations 
 
1. Support: Using what someone else has written as support for your own claim/ideas. 

 
a. Further Textual Evidence: You may want to indicate that others have argued or claimed 

something similar, point to supporting data, or otherwise inform your reader of ideas or 
claims that support your reasoning. 

b. Rhetorical/Definitional/Terminological Reference: You may want to identify and define 
technical language or important concepts in the discourse, or note the exact phrasing / 
wording of something in the discourse.  
 

2. Background: Using another text as background information, or the basis for a new 
inquiry 
 

a. Basis for Extension: You may want to build upon an existing scholarly argument, providing a 
foundation for extension. Quoting a key claim and then developing your ideas for extension 
or application to a new context, etc. 

b. Methodological Approach:  You may like the methods of a particular author, quoting their 
statements about strategies, methods, frameworks, etc. 
 

3. Focus: Using the ideas or language of another author as a point of reference for 
developing your own argument.   
 

a. Argue the assumptions (We cannot apply X principles piecemeal to Y, since A,B) 
b. Argue the methods (The author makes errors in application of concepts, techniques, etc. ) 
c. Argue the evidence is not sufficient (The author has a blindspot or lack in evidence) 
d. Argue the consequences (Author may have correct ideas but problematic assertions about 

consequences or significance) 
 
Some General Tips 
 
1. Quotations don’t do your thinking for you: Quotations are only as effective as your handling of 

them. They should not (and cannot) do your thinking for you. This means in almost all cases 
quotations need introduction and comment, especially in case #3 above.  

2. Pay attention to the needs of your point/purpose: Don’t just plop a huge quotation into your 
prose without considering what parts (if any) are needed to establish your ideas. Can you just 
reference the idea and cite the page? Or does the language matter (and hence it should be cited 
in full)? Do I need the whole paragraph, or just a sentence?  

3. Read your usage aloud to yourself: After integrating a quotation into your prose, make sure to 
read it back to make sure it flows well and does not change in meaning given your language in 
introducing it or commenting on it.   

 


