
Matters of Play 
HS260  .:.  FALL 2017  .:.  TERRY SCHENOLD 



GREEK CONCEPT OF PAIZŌ 



FROM CHOREIA TO NIGHTCLUBS? 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Juke Joint       Nightclub       DDR Class 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juke_joint
http://tpn.tv/2013/01/16/united-healthcare-puts-dance-revolution-in-schools/


APOLLONIAN: FORCE OF ORDER 

1. Social function of Paizō: original pedagogy of play? 

 Cf. Frobel Pedagogics of the Kindergarten 

 

2. Dance as ordering force; choreia vs. games vs. play 

 Q: Modern analogs to choreia? 

 

3. Serious play as mimetic activity; imitation of divine 

 Q: What about the intelligence of the player? 

 Cf. Mimetic training vs. Education 

 

4. Paizō (and play) as moral development 

Q: Contemporary sources of common “morality”? 



EHRENREICH: AUSTERE IDEOLOGIES 

1. Protestantism & Wahabbism 

2. Relate: Plato’s system of Paideia and 

reformations of Gun-based warfare 

3. Mechanization of the body  

(Dance-Play+War) 

4. An economy of “joylessness” 



DIONYSIAN: FORCE OF CHAOS 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Playing Aulos       Drinking Wine 


