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COMMENTARY 2 
 

Introduction 
As in your last commentary exercise the focus here is on developing understanding, of getting past what you 

already believe or the ideas you may have about themes that appear as obvious, attending instead to the details, 

structure, and thinking presented by the text as expression and intentional communication. With these 

commentaries we will be searching for this kind of understanding through attention to particulars.   

 

Details 
Please consider ONE of the following prompts to write your commentary: 

 

1. The Empathetic Listener 

In Vol.II of Frankenstein Victor confronts his creature for the first time (68-9). This exchange mirrors another 

earlier scene  between Walton and Victor on the ship that frames the novel in which Victor exclaims: "I do not 

know that the relation of my misfortunes will be useful to you, yet, if you are inclined, listen to my tale..." (17). 

Write a short commentary discussing the value of considering these two scenes together: what can be learned 

about the novel as an argument about empathy through this comparison?  

 

2. A Cautionary Tale? 

Shelley's novel is often read as a cautionary tale about the dangers of "playing God." This reading assumes 

many things, including that the problem resides in pursuing certain kinds of knowledge and creating life, with 

all the ill effects being "fated" and "irrevocably determined" as Victor remarks. The lesson, it would seem, is 

"don't do THIS!" But the title of the novel is "Frankenstein," suggesting the problem is Victor - his character, 

his "ethic" that informs his behavior and thinking. Write a commentary entertaining this alternative reading, a 

cautionary tale of the form "don't be like HIM!" This requires that your characterize Victor, using the text, 

identifying the qualities Shelley is warning her readers against. 

 

3. The Patchwork "Project" 

Write a commentary in which you take the "graveyard" lexia as a key frame for reading, assuming the "project" 

is, as stated there, to "resurrect" the patchwork girl. How does Jackson structure our thinking about this project? 

Be sure to touch on the specific language in the lexia, noting key words and resonances elsewhere in the text. 

For the truly adventurous, connect your commentary to Jackson's comments on Bataille's notion of the "project" 

in "Stitch Bitch."  

 

4. Hardcore Textuality 

Jackson pursues many philosophical interests in the novel, including the importance of texts - literal and 

metaphorical. Identify a few key lexia in the novel that address themes of authorship and "textuality," providing 

commentary on how Jackson embodies her theory of hypertext in her work, ideally connecting this to the story's 

primary theme of celebrating monstrosity (the patchwork girl is "a modern monster" after all!). 

 


