
CHID250 - Invisible Histories of Videogames 

 

BOOK REVIEW 
 
In the last decade there has been an explosion of publications - in print and on the web - on the history of 
videogames. These histories are important tools for understanding games as cultural media: some of them 
simply reflect the popular imagination of videogames, others attempt to critically reshape it, while still others 
try to present new perspectives, discover lost connections, or create new ones. Together they exemplify the 
very recent cultural movement to situate videogames as historical media, to domesticate, rationalize, and 
legitimize them, and in turn shape the popular imagination of videogames. The outcome of this process will 
greatly impact how we think about games: what they are for, capable of, who creates and plays them, and so 
on. Although it is impossible for us to read all this material together, we can provide access to the group 
through sharing book reviews.  
 
Details  
Producing your book review has five major steps: 
 
1. Claim your book from the master bibliography. If  there is a book that you want to review that is not on 

the list just check with me first. 
2. Acquire your book or access to it from the library system: some of  these books will be difficult to  find: 

you may have to request them through the library loan system. Leave yourself  plenty of  time for 
acquisition! 

3. Read your book, taking notes for review. You will want to read it early enough to have some time to think 
about it before the writing process, and you will need notes to structure your memory and aid in 
recollection and mapping for the review.  

4. Write your review. These reviews will be less evaluative and more informational than other academic 
reviews, but you should feel free to provide some short commentary on effectiveness and points of  
personal interest. The primary goal of  the review is not to share your response or recommend it, but to 
inform about it. 

5. Post your review on the course website using the template. Here's how to do that: 
 
1. When logged in, type "Review-Title of  your book" (without "" marks) in the search at the top right and hit Enter. 
2. This will return a "no results matching" response, but just above that will be a "Create the page..." link in maroon. Click 

the link to create the page. This will bring up a blank wiki page on which you will paste your review text. 
3. In a new, separate browser tab, find the "Template-Book Review" page linked on the Book Reviews page and open it. 
4. Click "Edit" at the top left and then copy the content in the text area.  
5. Paste this content in your newly created review page (steps 1-2). 
6. Click "Save page" at the bottom. You can close the other tab with the template. 
7. Now edit this template material, deleting the directions and entering your content. Note there are simple formatting tools 

at the top. The wiki also accepts some basic HTML code. If  you want to include figures or other important imagery in 
your review you will need to consult the MediaWiki help page on images. 
https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Help:Images  

8. Finally, go to the "Book Reviews" section of  the site and add your review page link to the list. 

 
Evaluation 
Strong book reviews clearly identify the purpose(s) of  the book and accurately summarize ther content, 
identifying key points, themes, or examples that help inform the reader. The writing is clear and formal, with 
reasoned and sympathetic evaluations rather than dismissive judgments, and may include direct quotation and 
explication. Weaker reviews will be less informative, lack organization or clear writing, and may privilege 
personal response over insightful evaluation.  
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