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ENGAGEMENT, AD HOC BLOGGING, Q&Q 
 

Introduction 
In small seminars often the best thinking happens in discussions, and some of the best insights come in the 

afterglow of a good discussion. We will be having many framed as well as open discussions throughout the 

semester, and I encourage you to ask questions, share your thoughts, and connect to the thoughts and writing of 

others. For the most part, what you eventually remember from a class is what you have used to create something 

new (an idea, argument, artifact), what has affected or challenged you, and what you have talked about with 

other people. My job is to put you into productive contexts and provide resources for changing yourself. As 

Alfred North Whitehead argues, the most important development in education is self-development, and this can 

only happen if you meet the seminar – its design, materials, discussions, etc. - with active wonder and a spirit of 

collaboration.  

 

Details 
As noted in the syllabus (and for reasons stated above), engagement in discussion is part of the seminar grade, 

as well as blogging. Here are some suggestions & guidelines for both:  

 

Discussion 
1. Come to class having read and reflected on the assigned material. Just simply reading is not enough. You 

want to prepare: take notes, jot down questions, diagram relationships, mark passages, and so on. The mere 

act of doing these things changes your memory, even if you never refer to them again. These can then be 

brought into the discussion, too, so others can benefit from your struggle with the material. 

 

2. In live discussion it helps to connect your thinking to comments from others. Sometimes a topic will die and 

things will shift, but generally ideas build and connect if people are actually actively listening. It’s a good 

idea to ask questions of others (not just me), especially if you don’t follow what they are saying or want to 

offer a different view.  

 

3. Come to class with at least one passage you think is compelling, incomprehensible, problematic, insightful, 

or otherwise demanding (in your view) of commentary and discussion. I will have many things I want to 

talk about, but these may not be the things you find compelling.  

 

Blogging 
Writing for this course will present some new challenges for those of you accustomed to highly structured 

assignments in which your job if so infer from the prompt what you think I want you to say. I'm interested in 

how you think with these texts and media, not training you to think exactly like me (that'd be both boring and 

pointless)! Here are some guidelines for blogging:  

 

1. Posts must address the material we are concerned with in recent or immediate future discussions.  

2. The post should be proofread for grammar, typos, and clarity. The prose should be polished. 

3. The post is not an essay, but a commentary, and should be grounded in close attention to a particular object 

(passage, news item, technology, etc.) and proceed to develop an insight. This means you are not 

responsible for a thesis or any kind of grand theory, you are simply responsible for sharing insights. 

4. The goal is not simply to share what you think or what you like (though these may enter into it), but HOW 

you think - by explanation of how you see the identified material gaining significance in relation to other 

matters or material we've discussed.  
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5. The target audience is our seminar community, so you can assume familiarity with jargon we've established 

and concepts we've engaged. 

 

Here are some things to be mindful of for ad hoc (anytime/at-will) blogging: 

 

1. Since there are no due dates for the other blogging work it is up to you to manage your time and attention. 

This can be challenging, I’ve found, for students who approach classes reactively, which is to say they tend 

to wait to be told what to think and write about, prioritize work based on how much it is worth, and so on. I 

ask that you take a more active approach – hopefully to the class in general but at least to blogging: write 

with the purpose of exploring what you actually think and believe, share ideas with others, and to develop 

your own. 

 

2. Writing for this course starts with what puzzles you, interests or compels you, or what the class community 

seizes on as important. Consequently, blogging efforts should be synced with your live thinking and current 

inquiries rather than a defined schedule. Be engaged and curious, and pay attention to what others say and 

write, and take to the blog when you have something to contribute. 

 

3. Don’t leave all your blogging to the end of the quarter when it is least relevant to others and your own 

development. A good rule of thumb is to post something of substance at least once every three weeks, more 

if you tend to be quiet in class. The point is to stay engaged and to simply write. Writing restructures your 

memory and thought. Simply reading and discussing things is not enough. 

 

Here are a few ideas for types of posts (by no means an exhaustive list): 

 

A. A reflective or critical commentary post on a specific passage, element or aspect of the central media we are 

considering. 

 

B. A searching comment about something in lecture or discussion. 

 

C. A post sharing a current event or other media (text, music, film, etc.) that connects to an emerging theme, 

narrative technique, etc. 

 

 

Questions & Quotations (Q&Q) 
For each week I will post to the blog what we'll call a "Q&Q," which is simply a place-holding post to collect 

our questions and quotations on the readings for the week. As you read, watch, and listen to assigned media be 

on the lookout for crucial, puzzling, or inspirational passages or ideas. Before class reply to the "Q&Q" post 

with 1 question and 1 quotation you would like to address as a group. We'll use these to organize our 

discussions. 


