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BLOG #1: MCLUHAN AND MEDIA 
 
Introduction 
This is the first of two (planned) required blog posts you will be asked to make during the semester. Unlike the 
ad hoc blogging which is for capturing out-of-class insights and serendipitous connections to your individual 
everyday lives, these blog posts are more structured commentaries on assigned communal texts/media (in this 
case, McLuhan's writing). The purpose of these commentaries is to exercise your capacity to read and follow 
something closely, explain your own understanding of it clearly, and then extend that understanding to a new 
context or example. These are NOT formal essays or informal occasions to hold forth with ungrounded passion 
on what you believe (the ol' "I think..." paper). Instead, these are short, textually grounded comments that build 
an insight out of a rigorous understanding of a specific passage rather than a general impression of the text as a 
whole.   
 
Instructions 
1. Select a passage from the list on the back of this document to ground your commentary. 
2. At the top of the post, quote the passage, in full. This is a reference for you and the reader as you work 

through your thinking and build your insight. 
3. Briefly summarize your understanding of the passage, including: 

a. Context: What is McLuhan trying to convey? What leads directly into the passage, and where does 
McLuhan go next? 

b. Idea(s): What is the key idea or point of the passage? 
c. Significance: Why does it matter (to the author)? What is its function in the context of the essay 

from which it is taken? 
4. Extend your understanding to a new context or new example. That is, comment on how an idea, principle, 

viewpoint, etc. that you highlight in your summary of the passage can lead to insight by exploring its 
implications in a new context, or applying it to a new example (an historical event, media form, etc.). 

 
Details & Tips 
ü Due: post by midnight, Tuesday 10/6 
ü Select "Commentary" subcategory for the post 
ü Include a creative title 
ü Include a suggestive "Featured Image" (bottom right) for the post; Video is ok, just select the video 

"Format" for the post on the right and then paste the embed code in the field at the bottom of the page 
ü Use the text to your advantage in #3 above: quoting other parts of the text to support your summary is 

helpful. 
ü Proofread: take pride in your writing! 
ü Be economical! Really try to use language effectively, avoid empty platitudes and rhetorical flourishes that 

do not serve your point. 
  
 
[see back] 
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Passages (asterisks indicate difficulty!): 
 
(1) ** "As our proliferating technologies have created a whole series of new environments, men have become 
aware of the arts as "anti-environments" or "counter-environments" that provide us with the means of 
perceiving the environment itself." (14) 
 
(2) * "[I]t is the medium that shapes and controls the scale and form of human association and action. The 
content or uses of such media are as diverse as they are ineffectual in shaping the form of human association. 
Indeed, it is only too typical that the "content" of any medium blinds us to the character of the medium." (22) 
 
(3) ** "For any medium has the power of imposing its own assumption on the unwary. Prediction and control 
consist in avoiding this subliminal state of Narcissus trance. But the greatest aid to this end is simply in 
knowing that the spell can occur immediately upon contact, as in the first bars of a melody." (28) 
 
(4) * “Hot media are, therefore, low in participation, and cool media are high in participation or completion by 
the audience. Naturally, therefore, a hot media like radio has very different effects on the user from a cool 
medium like the telephone.” (39) 
 
(5) *** On the one hand, in experiments in which all outer sensation is withdrawn, the subject begins a furious 
fill-in or completion of the senses that is sheer hallucination. So the hotting up of one sense tends to effect 
hypnosis, and the cooling of all sense tends to result in hallucination” (50) 


