
LOOKING BACK, LOOKING FORWARD 
 

 
 
 

 
Enlightenment, Romanticism, Revolutionary Tides 
Schiller on Aesthetic Education: Terms and Problems 
 
 
 

  Shelley’s Frankenstein 
Novel as Experiment, Imagination as Method 



Q&Q HIGHLIGHTS 
 
TERM CLARIFICATIONS 
1. “Aesthetic” / pertaining to senses, perception (feeling) 
2. “Education” / educere – to draw or lead out; develop 
3. “Beauty” / we ascribe this to an experience of something that 

animates the “free play” of our cogntive powers (imagination, 
understanding, Reason); we feel the pleasure of our our intelligence 
working at its fullest 

 
COMMENTARY 
1. Appreciation of Schiller’s respect for individuality (Julia) 
2. Does Schiller believe people are created equal? (Chanel) 
3. What is a “cultured man” and how does one become on in 

Schiller? (Keiva, Connor) 
4. Schiller’s theory of the “ideal man” is problematic (Jack) 
5. Kant and books; role of written knowledge (Maddison) 



THE “ABUSE OF REASON” 
 
CRITIQUE OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT 
1. All nations, “without exception, have fallen off from nature by 

the abuse of reason, before they can return to it through 
reason” 

2. “luxuriant imagination” (recall: Rousseau) 
3. “spirit of abstraction” (cf. Descartes, et al.) 
4. “coarse mechanism” (cf. Hobbes) 

 
SAVAGERY & “ENLIGHTENED BARBARIANISM” 
• “Savage” : ruled by nature; feelings override principles 
• “Barbarian” : rules by senses; principles destroy feelings 



SCHILLER: FAILED MODERNITY 
 
MODERNITY: WILD & LETHARGIC 
1. “The Masses” (working people) – no opportunity, education; 

can we blame them for revolting? 
2. The “Civilized Classes” (wealthy) – depraved in character; 

simply use their education to justify selfishness, exploitation 
(channeling Rousseau here) 
 

“Egotism has founded its system in the very bosom of a 
refined society…” 
 
“The man of the world has his heart contracted by a proud 
self-complacency, while that of the man of nature often  
beats in sympathy; and every man seeks for nothing more 
than to save his wretched property” 



QUIZ 5: SCHILLER 



SEARCHING FOR A NEW GROUND 
 
FAILED OPTIONS FOR ‘TRUE POLITICAL FREEDOM’ 
1. philosophers/Science? …too “cold hearted” 
 (philosophical argument and technical knowledge) 
2. statesman/Politics?  …too “narrow hearted” 
 (treatises, manifestos, political rhetoric, legislation) 
3. form of Government? …cannot establish morality/humanity 
 (laws , institutions, protocols) 
4. Reason alone? …produces Enlightened barbarians 
 (individuals reasoning, logical analysis, etc.) 
 
UNMENTIONED OPTIONS 
A. spiritual leaders/Religion?  

    (revelation, tradition, ritual, sacred texts) 
B. activists/Political Movements? 

    (practical activism, demonstrations, etc.) 



SCHILLER’S INSIGHT: AESTHETIC MEDIATION 
 

Reason/“Moral character” 
 
 

[Aesthetic Experience] 
 
 

Physical/“Natural character” 
 
 

“It is therefore not going far enough to say that the light of the 
understanding only deserves respect when it reacts on the 
character; to a certain extent  it is from the character that this 
light proceeds; for the road that terminates in the head must pass 
through the heart.”  



TRIADIC CHARACTER OF HUMANITY 
 
NATURAL/PHYSICAL 
1. Hobbesian, basically “selfish & violent,” tends to destroy 

sociality and tend toward self-interest/preservation 
2. law of Nature; necessity, immediate needs and desires, 

variety 
 
MORAL/RATIONAL 
1. based in Reason and ideas, tends to unify, order  

 (but also mechanize, divide, etc.) 
2. law of Freedom; autonomous, not visible  
 
How do we bring the former into HARMONY with the latter? 
 
THIRD/AESTHETIC  
Art as a mediating function of our self-development / Education 
of our “sensibility” 



SPIVAK: TRAINING THE IMAGINATION 
 
RE-INTERPRETING THE PROBLEM 
“Revolution did not last in the  
absence of subjects trained in the  
practice of freedom” 
 
 
AESTHETIC EDUCATION & IMAGINATION 
“Aesthetic education is anything  
that trains imagination for epistemological performance - 
training the imagination for the construction of things to 
know. When you know something you construct it in a 
certain way. Training of the imagination for alternative 
epistemological performances. 



BEST GPU EVER: IMAGINATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Spivak+SHELLEY: …and integral to moral experience 



FROM SCHILLER TO SHELLEY 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
            THEORY                EXEMPLIFICATION 
             Aesthetic Education               Aesthetic Reasoning 
       Peaceful Cultural Revolution    Train the Imagination 
 



AESTHETIC EXPERIENCE, AESTHETIC REASONING 
 
“AESTHETIC EXPERIENCE” 
1. vs. “an-aesthetic” : a state of unfeeling / senses and 

emotions are numbed 
2. embodied thinking: fully present to your experience 
 
 
AESTHETIC REASONING 
1. vs. “reasoning”: conceptual, 

logical calculation 
2. empathic, fully imagined, 

reasoning about aesthetic 
experience 

3. To “see feelingly” 



SHELLEY’S INSIGHT: LITERARY MEDIATION 
 
 
1. Shelley sees a problem with our immediate experience of 

appearances: it overwhelms our ability to make critical sense of it, 
to gain understanding 
 

2. Human language can create VIRTUAL experience 
 

3. These virtual experiences are also AESTHETIC by way of the 
IMAGINATION (we “feel” what we imagine) 
 

4. Thus literary works offer a special form of MEDIATION of our 
experience, given that we are asked to bring our own humanity, 
such as it is individually, to bear in order to make sense of what is 
written. 
 

5. This mediation enables us to actually REFLECT on our experience, 
beliefs, feelings, assumptions – our own humanity –  so as to freely 
transform it, and to do so ourselves. 
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