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"W" CREDIT ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Introduction 
In order to qualify for "W" credit you will have to write a 4-5 page commentary paper, revise it 
based on feedback or a writing consultaiton, and select the "Essay" option for the Casebook 
Project assignment at the end of the quarter. The commentary assignment is given below, while 
the essay assignment will be given in another, separate document dedicated to the Casebook 
Project. 
 
Details 
The commentary paper is not to be approached as a typical 5-paragraph-style essay that has a 
thesis, an explication of evidence in a series of thematic paragraphs, and then a restatement of the 
thesis with a rhetorical flourish. I am interested in live-thinking, not your ability to mimic 
"academic" writing. So, although your commentary needs to be rigorous and formal, you are not 
responsible for an "argument" or sweeping conclusions of any kind. Follow the guidelines below 
for writing your commentary: 
 
1. Identify a passage in Pico, Bacon, Hobbes, Rousseau, or Schiller that you find compelling, 

puzzling, problematic, or otherwise worthy of further reflection.  
2. In a formal commentary: 

a. explicate the passage, providing general context for understanding its significance 
and point, making sure to identify what leads into it, and where it leads in the text 

b. identify key language or a concept in the passage that you find compelling and 
discuss why you see it as important 

c. connect this discussion to another idea from the course or other course texts, 
commenting on how it relates and what can be learned from this connection 

3. Make sure you: 
a. Have 1" margins all around 
b. Use Times New Roman font at 12pt 
c. Include your name and email address at the top of the first page 
d. Use double-spacing throughout the text 

4. Turn in the commentary as an RTF or DOC/DOCX file via email to schenold@uw.edu 
5. Name your file ("Save-As") in the following way: "LastnameFirstInitial_com.rtf" / So, for 

example, my commentary would be "SchenoldT_com.rtf" 

mailto:schenold@uw.edu�

